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O Come, All Ye Faithful 

The great Christmas carols of our faith 

have endured because of the way they distill 

our deepest feelings into unforgettable 

phrases.   In just five words, O Come, All Ye 

Faithful, shouts the invitation to everyone to 

be uplifted, consoled, refreshed, and renewed 

through the variety of distinctive worship 

opportunities throughout the Christmas 

season.  I know that among our readers of The 

Spire, are individuals who attend worship 

regularly, others who attend occasionally, and 

others who have a special place in their hearts 

for this church but who have not worshipped 

in our sanctuary recently. 

To everyone one who is reading this, I 

want to extend a warm and sincere personal 

invitation to attend worship during the 

Christmas season.  This year our church is 

offering a wide range of worship opportunities 

that include both meditative and celebratory 

worship, worship with the shouts of children 

and other worship with the haunting beauty of 

medieval chants.   We are offering worship in 

the morning, early evening, and ï of course ï 

the traditional late night service on Christmas 

Eve.  We are offering worship on Sunday and 

on some weeknights as well  There will be 

beautiful and meaningful worship 

opportunities to help everyone share in ñthe 

tidings of great joyò to address both your 

schedule and your deepest spiritual needs. 

 

On Sunday, December 21, during 

morning worship beginning at 10 A.M., the 

children of the church will present their 

Nativity Pageant.  Let your spirits soar as our 

children recount the story of the babe in the 

manger with words and song.  We are 

especially blessed this year because our 

returning pageant stars from last year are 

joined by children for whom this will be their 

very first time to be angels, sheep, and 

shepherds!  This is a spirited worship 

guaranteed to help us all rediscover the child 

in each of us with a childôs wonder and 

enjoyment of Christmas.  This is a 

wonderfully ñchild friendlyò service especially 

suited for inviting guests of all ages!  

On Christmas Eve, Wednesday, 

December 24, we are offering two 

candlelight services at different times to 

accommodate different family schedules and 

traditions.  Both services will include the 

lessons and the beloved carols of the season 

and both services will end with singing of 

Silent Night to candlelight.  The earlier service 

at 5 pm will be particularly family friendly 

and will even include the option of battery-

operated candles so children of all ages can 

participate in the beautiful candlelight service 

without parents having to worry about 

dripping wax or burned fingers. 

  (Continued on Page 2) 

From Pastor Doug 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful (Continued from page 1) 
 

For those who prefer the more          

traditional hour, we will also offer a candle-

light service at 11 pm.  We extend a special 

invitation to the children of the church family 

who are home from college. This service has 

always been a time for     reunions as well as 

worship. 

In addition to these services, on Thurs-

day evening, December 18 at 7 pm, we will 

also offer a more quiet and reflective service 

of simple prayers, Scripture readings, and 

meditative recorded music.  Whether you 

need a half-hour island of calm in a frantic 

season, or if recent losses are keeping you 

from being comfortable with the more exu-

berant celebrations, this reflective service is 

for you.  There will be no sermon and no of-

fering will be taken. 

 

Throughout the entire Advent and 

Christmas season, the sanctuary is beautifully 

decorated.  I invite everyone to join us at 10 

a.m. on any Sunday morning to hear a word 

of hope, to be uplifted by song, and to enjoy 

the genuine fellowship that are the hallmarks 

of our church.  Everyone ð member, former 

member, friend, and first-time-visitor ð is 

assured of a warm welcome at all of our     

services.  There is no better time than this 

holiday season to come home to church.  I 

hope to see you during this holy season. 
 

                  Douglas Stivison, Pastor 

 
Please Join Us  

Potluck and Ornament   
Exchange 

Sunday, December 14th  
5:30 Lower Social Hall 

Bring wrapped ornament  
(spend no more than $5)  

Homemade ornaments are welcome. 
 

Potluck:  
A-I side dish 
J-R main dish 
S-Z salad 

 
Fellowship will     
provide desserts & 
refreshments. 

Sign up in the lower 
social hall. 

 

SAVE THE 

DATE!  

 
 

Heather and Doug 
Stivison 
invite you to  

 
 

OPEN HOUSE AT THE PARSONAGE 
15 Middle Street 

Saturday, December 13 
3-5 PM 

 
You may RSVP early to Heather 

hstivison@verizon.net 

mailto:hstivison@verizon.net
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5th Annual  Christmas Arts & Crafts Sale 
Saturday, December 6thð9:30 am to 3:00pm 
Congregational Church of South Dartmouth 

 
Join us for homemade breakfast and lunch favorites!!  Lobster rolls, 
chowder, homemade meat pies and our famous meatball subs!  Take a 
frozen meat pie home for a quick supper.  Get a      jump start on your 

Christmas shopping with returning favorites - Dartmoor Gifts, Island  Pottery,  Silverbrook Farm, 
wired jewelry by Christine Cummings and Kim Sevigny, Renate Hamer and her crochet items, 
cards and bookmarks, Apponagansett Maple Syrup, Wicked Kickin' savory cheesecakes, Linda 
Dahlberg and her lighted wine bottles.  New vendors include Primtique Chic (check her out on Fa-
cebook), "Beauty Counter" by Susan Goodwin, Pink Box Desserts. 

 
 

Cornell  
Farm Hike  


