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Fall has gently given way to winter. We are moving towards advent. I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving. This Advent at the Congo church we will have a Thursday evening 
quiet candle lit service from 6:30 -7 p.m. It is a time to come sit together as we wait in Advent 
on the Messiah to be born. There will be three Thursday evening services. Please join us. I will 
also be leading an Advent book study on Monday evenings from 7-8 p.m. David and I will 
host an open house at the parsonage on Saturday December 16th. The Christmas pageant will 
be on December 17th at 10 a.m. and our Christmas Eve services will be 10 a.m., 5 p.m. and 11 
p.m. I hope to see you all during this joyous time! 
 
Advent is a holy time. It is a time of waiting. Rev. Jan Richardson, artist and writer describes 
Advent in a most wonderful way. I would like to share her words with you: ñThis season of 
Advent means there is something on the horizon, the likes of which we have never seen 
before. é So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry. Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder. There will be time 
enough for running. For rushing. For worrying. For pushing. For now, stay. Wait. 
Something is on the horizon.ò May we wait together this Advent season.                  
Peering into the empty mangerðwaiting in the silence of the 
dark night for unto us will be born a Savior. This Savior came 
to bring love and hope into our world.  
 
Blessings to you all this Advent season.  
 
Peace, 
 
Rev. Emily J. Kellar (Pastor Emily/Rev EK) 

  

Reverend Emily J. Kellar, Pastor 

News from the Pastor  
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Advent Contemplative Services 
Thursday, December 7, 14, 21 

 
Thursday evenings in Advent we will have a short     
contemplative service from 6:30-7 pm. It will be a quiet 
reflective service as we journey to the manger together.   
 
Please come and share this peaceful time with us each 
week in Advent on December 7th, 14th and 21st. 

 
Coffee with  
Pastor Emily 
 

 

Mondays from 9-10am 
at Sunrise Bakery.  
 
Come drop by and grab a cup of coffee with 
Pastor Emily and chat. 

 

 

Open House  
At the Parsonage 

 
Pastor Emily and David 
would like to invite the 
Congregation to a 

Christmas Open House  
 
Saturday, December 16th 
                     5-7 p.m.  
           15 Middle Street 
 

Please RSVP to the office by email or call.  
 

If you would be willing to bring an appetizer or  
dessert, let the office know that as well.  

 

 
Advent Book Study 
Travel the Highways 
of Advent 
by Stan Purdum 
 

Advent Book Study  
Monday, December 4, 11, 
& 18 from 7-8 p.m.  
 
Please let the office know 
if you plan to join us. 
 

You are welcome to order your own book from 
Amazon.  

Stewardship 
 

By now you should have         
received your Steward-
ship letter in the mail 
and pledge card.  We 
will be blessing them in 
church on January 7th, so please be sure to have 
them in by then. If you have not received one, 
they are available on the table in the narthex or 
by calling or emailing the church office.   

Pastoral Concerns                     

Please donôt  forget  to 
call or email the church 
office with  information 
on any hospital admis-
sions or pastoral concerns.  Thank you for    
helping us stay in tune to the needs of our church 
family. 

http://www.sharefaith.com/faith/planSelection.do
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Outreach Ministry 
 
'Tis the Season of Giving.  
And Outreach thanks you. 
 
The generosity of our congregation is amazing. During this holiday season so 
many of you have been mindful of those in our community who are less fortu-
nate.  
 

¶ The Turkey Sale donations for the Salvation Army were $1090. This helped 
a lot of our neighbors have a happier Thanksgiving dinner. 

¶ The names for Holiday Hope were all taken within minutes. So these needy children and adults will    
receive the gift they were hoping for on Christmas.  

¶ The Mitten Tree donations will be delivered to a Dartmouth elementary school before Christmas break 
so those children who need hats, gloves, mittens and scarves will be warm all winter long.  

¶ The two Christmas Eve offerings will be given to the Christmas Fund for Veterans of the Cross for     
retired ministers and the Sister Rose Ministry to feed those in need in New Bedford. 

¶ On Sunday, December 31st, you can give one of the most precious gifts, when you support the Red 
Cross Blood Drive at our church. Sign up on line or see David Neilson at Coffee Hour for details. 

 
Thank you for opening your hearts to all these Outreach projects and embracing the real meaning of this 
 blessed Christmas Season.  
 
Merry Christmas from the Outreach Ministry 
 

 
Help stock the 
Council on   
Aging Food 
Pantry with 
holiday treats. 
 
In December 
Outreach is   
collecting 
canned goods with a holiday theme for 
the Food Pantry at the Dartmouth Coun-
cil on Aging. Consider cranberry sauce, 
green bean casserole ingredients, pie 
fillings...all the trimmings for Christmas 
dinner.  
 

Look for the donation baskets in the 
Narthex and the Schoening Hall en-
trance.        
            Thank you. Outreach Ministry 

 
REMINDER - HOLIDAY HOPE 

 
HO-HO-HO Holiday Hope Gifts  
 
Drop off December 5th    8 AM- 5 PM    
 
Child and Family Services    
3057 Acushnet Avenue 
New Bedford   Outreach Ministry 

 
REMINDER  - COAT DRIVE 

 
Bundle up your lightly used 
coats and jackets. 

It's the January Coat Drive. 
 
Drop off details to come. Outreach Ministry 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Sunday School Happenings   
 
The month of November has brought us valuable lesson about Moses.  In the story of baby Moses and his 
sister Miriam, we learned that God puts special people in our lives to take care of us.  Moses and the         
Israelites taught us that even in hard times, God wants the best for us.  God will work things out for the good 
of those who believe!  And Moses and the Ten Commandments taught us that God gives us rules to live by  
to help us live better lives.  Our curriculum is taking us through the bible in one year!!!  Our children are 
gaining valuable knowledge of the bible, skills to look up scripture verses, as well as an understanding of 
what they are reading.  Through hands on learning, such as amazing experiments and fun games, our        
children are gaining a deeper understanding of the bible that will last a lifetime and we are having so much 
fun! 
 
*We are collecting new socks for Mercy Meals for the month of November. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group Happenings 

 
Saturday, November 18th our Youth Group helped to complete 1,000 Hunger Heroôs baskets for the United 
Way!  Our group was in charge of wrapping, packing, and loading 500 food baskets!  We have some pretty 
amazing kids that are very hard working!  Those heading on the Mission Trip in June, baked and sold pies    
on Sunday, November19th.  Thanks to everyone who bought a pie!  We thank you for making our first    
fundraiser a huge success! 
 
 

 
 
 



Page 5 The Congregational Church of South Dartmouth, UCC 

 

Youth Group Happenings (Continued)  
 
A Gratitude bonfire was enjoyed at the Stoneôs house November 12th.   It was an amazing night that focused 
on gratitude and was enjoyed by all.  Smores and our closing song completed a special evening.  We sure 
have a lot to be thankful for! 
 

         
 

RE Happenings 
 
The Safe Church committee met November 12th to review/revise the Safe Church Policy that was adopted in 
2013.  We will bring the changes to Council on November 21st for a vote.  A Teachers training took place 
Sunday, November 26th to comply with our safe church policy.    
 
*The children created the live Advent wreath , Sunday November 26th. 
 
*Plans are underway for our Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 17th.  Save the date! 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


