
A Gift for Our Wellbeing 
 

While family and friends were gathered over the 

holidays, the conversation turned to movies.  Several 

people said that with all the movies available on cable 

nowadays, they looked forward to some quiet evenings 

at home watching movies.   

But beyond this yearning for some inexpensive   

entertainment, it turned out that the group was sharply 

divided on what type of movie they wanted to watch. 

Among the group, some people hoped to catch up 

on the recent releases that they had missed in the past 

few months.  Others in the room said how much they 

wanted to revisit their favorite ñsure-thingò old movies ï 

particularly the classic holiday favorites.  

Yet even among the folks who agreed that they 

most wanted to see again the beloved and most familiar 

Christmas classics, there was a heated debate over which 

version of Miracle on 34th Street they preferred ï the 

1947 version with Natalie Wood or the 1994 version 

with Mara Wilson.  And we wonôt even mention the 

donnybrook over whether one should see the original 

black and white or the colorized version of the 1947 

film. 

Everyone wanted the fun and diversion of watching 

a movie but it would have been impossible to agree on 

one movie for everyoneé.or even one type of movie to 

please everyone. 

In planning each and every worship service, there is 

a similar process of trying to meet the wide range of our 

individual expectations and spiritual needs.  Not only do 

we all come to worship from a wide range of back-

grounds that have shaped our different expectations.  

These expectations ranging from very formal ñhigh 

churchò services of the Episcopal and Catholic tradition 

through the silence and reflection of the Quaker tradi-

tion.  

And beyond our ñbroad brushò expectations, on any 

given day, each one of us may have a deep personal need 

to have our spirits lifted with some high-energy songs or 

on that day we most need to be comforted with the most 

mellow, traditional melodies.  Sometimes we need to be 

challenged by Scripture to stretch ourselves and ñventure 

out,ò while at other times we need to be comforted and 

affirmed in the choices weôve made in life. 

But whether we come to worship feeling up or    

feeling low, whether we need comfort or challenge;    

every single time that we gather for worship, we have 

the potential to allow God to touch our hearts.  There is 

always the real possibility to experience something very 

special that we can experience nowhere else.  There will 

be days when one or two of the Scripture lessons may 

not resonate with us.  There will be days when one hymn 

may sound too unfamiliar and strange and the next hymn 

may sound too old-fashioned and clich®.  

Yet the activity of gathering with other people to 

worship God transcends all of the individual components 

of a specific worship service.  When we add our voice to 

others in saying the Lordôs Prayer and when we pass the 

peace with our neighborséregardless of our moodéwe 

canôt help but to share in something beyond ourselves, 

our current mood, and our current worries and concerns. 

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus tells us that God in-

tends the Sabbath as a gift for our wellbeing.  And for us 

in this congregation, we mark the Sabbath with the gifts 

of worship and prayer and singing and fellowship. 

As we begin the New Year, we do so with all of our 

different priorities and preferences.  We do it with vastly 

different preferences in music and Scripture.  We do it 

with different attitudes towards silence and reflection.  

Yet for all our different expectations and preferences, we 

join in worship with a universal need: to drawer nearer to 

God and closer to each other.  And that occurs, not 

through any particular formula of words and music,    

sermon and Scripture ï but simply from our willingness 

to open our hearts to God in our midst. 
 

  Grace and Peace, Doug 
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December Flowers Were Given By  
 

December 6th  
Les and Helen DeGroot in honor of the  

wonderful and dedicated members in the  

Congregation.   

 
December 13th 

 Susan McLaren and Phil Guymont in memory 

of Susanôs Mother, Adele McLaren.   

 
December 27th  

Jeannie Gulbranson in memory of 

Sarah Neal Gulbranson.   

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31st  

 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  

 

During Sunday worship on January 31, 2016 we will          

introduce to you and receive several new members into      

our church family. 

 

Please join us for a particularly upbeat worship service      

followed by a special fellowship time to welcome our new 

members. 
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Congregational Church        
Quarterly Meeting                   

Sunday, January 24, 2016 

 

Our Quarterly Meeting will be 

held on Sunday, January 24th 

in the sanctuary immediately 

following 10:00 worship  

service.  

 

We hope that church members 

and friends will join us for  

discussion and updates on 

church business.   
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Thank you  

 to Nancy DeWolf        

  We would like to thank Nancy DeWolf 
again for all the hard work she did to 
coordinate all the beautiful Christmas 
Poinsettias for Christmas Sunday.   

She takes great care with the orders, 
the delivery from Tree Land, and      
setting them all up in the sanctuary  
with the help from volunteers.  

We appreciate 
all the hard 
work she does 
to make the 
sanctuary look 
so festive and 
inviting each 
year.   
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry will hold its next meeting on January 31, 2016, in the church library at 

6:30 in the evening. All are welcome to attend. 

  

The Blessing of the 18 knitted shawls and 3 fleece blankets took place on November 15. In addition 

to these items, 22 knitted hats, 14 fleece hats, and 6 knitted scarves were blessed. These hats and 

scarves were donated the next day to the Central Registration Department at the New Bedford Public 

Schools to be given to most needy students. Many of the students come here from other countries 

with virtually nothing or are homeless. 

  

We look forward to the next Blessing in May. If anyone would like to        

contribute yarn for the Prayer Shawl Ministry, it is always most appreciated. 

  

Please call Jane Rioux with any questions (508-994-4672). 

    Calligraphy by Renate Hamer 
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Reprinted from the  

ñHistory of the Sanctuaryò 

 

CHURCH PEWS  
  

 The original plan of the interior of the 

church was quite different from the present    

arrangement. Red-cushioned straight-backed 

pews occupied the center of the church with 

aisles at the sides, and one row of pews close   

to the wall. There were doors to the pews and 

low wooden stools in each pew to kneel upon. 

Members brought their own foot warmers to 

take away the chill from the drafty floor. Pews 

in the center rented for $30.00 a year; those   

farther back, $25.00. Sittings could be hired in 

the side pews, singly or in numbers. The use of 

chewing tobacco was proper during church   

services, as evidenced by the number of old   

receptacles taken from the church. 

 

 In 1922, new floors and pews replaced the old. 

 

 No other specific history of the pews has been written, but there must have been some 

restoration work done after the fire of 1930 in the sanctuary. 

 

 In 1988, member Hartley Fell gave the gift of comfortable red pew cushions, upon 

which you sit and enjoy today. Hartley was such a beloved member of the church.  When the 

minister would ask for a favorite hymn choice, Hartley always selected ñBe Still My Soul.ò    

As soon as he stood to give his selection, the congregation was already turning to that page. He 

also gave the best attention-getting finger whistle in the Lower Social Hall. It makes one smile 

even today when Hartley is recalled. 
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Dine Around January 23 

Itôs a new Fellowship year ï plan to join us for the first event, a dine-around, on Saturday, 

January 23.  You can sign up after service today or by calling Terry Cryan, 978-509-8780.  

 

And please pencil in these dates for upcoming events: 

 

Feb. 10 ï Ash Wednesday Chowder Supper  

March 19 ï St. Patrickôs Day Potluck (evening) 

April 16 ï Dine Around (evening) 

May 14 ï Your Theatre production of Agatha Christieôs ñAnd Then There Were Noneò, 

preceded by a social gathering for hors dôoeuvres. (evening) We have a block of tickets 

at  the discounted price of $12.  

June 5 ï Dine Around (evening) 

June 18 ï Outing to Buzzardôs Bay Brewery (afternoon) 

 
 

Wedding Anniversaries                  
For January 

 
Richard & Barbara Hunt 
(63rd) January 1, 1953 

 
               John & Jamie Janse 

              (60th) January 1, 1956 
 

Wedding Anniversaries are listed in the Spire every 5 years for 
the first 50, and then each year thereafter! 

 

Please donôt forget to call or 
email the church office with    
information on any hospital   

admissions or pastoral          
concerns.   

We do not receive notification from the hospital 
so the only way we can be informed of anyone 

that may need a visit is if you let us know.  
Thank you for helping us stay in tune to the 

needs of our church family.  

PLEASE SIGN UP! 
 
Please sign up to 
 
¶ Be a Worship Greeter 
¶ Be a Scripture Reader  
¶ Dedicate Altar Flowers  
¶ Host a Coffee Hour 
¶ Serve at Sister Rose 
House Soup Kitchen 

 
We have Sign-Up Sheets in 
the lower social hall.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
 

3 
     
   10am Worship 
 
Choir 9:15am 

4 
 
Boy Scouts 

5 
 

6 
 
 
Choir 7-8:30 pm 
 

7 
 

8 9 

10 
 
   10am Worship 
 
Choir 9:15am 

11 
 
Boy Scouts 

12 
 

13 
 
 
Choir 7-8:30 pm 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
   10am Worship 
 
Choir 9:15am 

18 
 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day 
 
Boy Scouts 

19 
 
7pm  
Council Meeting 

20 
 
Choir 7-8:30 pm 
 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 
Dine Around 

24 
 
   10am Worship 
  Quarterly Meeting 
 
Choir 9:15am 

25 
 
Boy Scouts 

26   27 
 
Choir 7-8:30 pm 
 

28 
 

29 30 

31 
 
  10am Worship 
  New Members 
 
Choir 9:15am 
Prayer Shawl  
Meeting 6:30 pm 

      

January 2016  
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         Religious Education  
PreK & K Sunday School Class  
We will continue to learn Bible stories each week and work on projects that relate to the stories - these      

children love to do crafts, the more glue the better!   
 

We will learn about Jesus when he was a boy and visited the temple, about the twelve men who would        

become his disciples and how we, too, can be disciples of Jesus.  We will talk about Jesus' love for all God's 

children and ways we can follow Jesus' example and share our love.   
 

We will sing some simple church school songs such as Jesus Loves Me and Jesus Loves the Little Children.     

Thank you for bringing your children to church each week, they are a joy to spend time with and very       

comfortable being here at Sunday school.  
 

    Daphne Fogg Siegal 
 

First Grade through Fourth Grade Sunday School Class  
In Mrs. Sullivan's class, grades 1-4, we compared the Christmas story according to Matthew and Luke for  

December.  Last Sunday we made crowns to celebrate Epiphany and the Magi following the star to see Jesus. 
 

In January, we will follow the Gospel of Luke and learn 

about Jesus as a boy following Joseph as a carpenter. Then 

stories of Jesus's time in the temple.  We continue to read 

the Bible and see who is first finding the book, chapter then 

verse of specific gospels.  It is a pleasure to have your   

children come to Sunday School each week  
 

    Sue Sullivan 

   

Middle and High School Class  
Middle and High School students will observe the present 

season of Epiphany through a study of the early years of 

Jesus' ministry as revealed in the scriptures in preparation 

for our eventual Lenten journey. We will proceed from our 

portraits of the Christ child, the Son of God, the "anointed 

one" to consider Jesus the man. 
 

We will attempt to answer the question: can Jesus, the 

Good Shepherd, also be Jesus, the revolutionary who  

2,000 years ago walked across the Galilean countryside, 

gathering followers for a messianic movement with the 

goal of establishing the Kingdom of God on earth? 
 

We will compare the accounts of the Gospel writers      
with the account of the historian Josephus in a study the 

historical Jesus, the Jesus before Christianity.T                                    Students wearing crowns they created for The Three Kings celebration & Epiphany.  

 

Modifications to the syllabus are expected due to the wide age range and varying attendance of students.  I 

welcome all and appreciate the efforts of you, the families to bring your students to worship and Sunday 

School each week. 

    Kathy Pappas 


