
The Congregational Church of South Dartmouth 
United Church of Christ 

THE SPIRE 
June ~ July ~ August  2016  

 

 
On Confirmation Sunday, nine young 

adults of this congregation shared with us  their 
personal statements of faith.  After the inspiring 
and beautiful Confirmation service, several 
members of the congregation complimented the 
confirmands on the clarity, depth, and sincerity of 
their statements.  And then several members 
shared the same thought: ñI donôt think that I 
could have articulated my own beliefs as clearly 
when I was your age.ò 

These comments were an affirmation of 
this yearôs confirmands and their dedicated 
mentors.   Throughout our 2016 Confirmation 
process, each confirmand and his or her mentor 
had the opportunity to sit together, walk together, 
eat together and ask and answer questions.   It was 
not a formal questionnaire, but the range of 
questions covered God, Jesus, the church, 
community, and our relationship to each other.  
The questions also included the largest question of 
all, ñWhat is faith and what does it mean to 
believe?ò 

Each confirmand chose what questions 
mattered most to them individually.  Each 
confirmand looked for answers to the issues of 
faith, church, community, and belief that were 
personally most important.  It was the honesty and 
open-endedness of the questions that allowed for 
such impressive results and obvious 
demonstration of spiritual growth. 

 
 
In all probability not many of our 

confirmands may become theologians.  But surely 
every one of our confirmands is well on his or her 
way along a lifelong journey of making faith 
personal and real ð  inside and beyond the 
church; in their most private moments and in their 
most public actions. 

Like our faithful confirmands, let us all ð 
regardless of our age ð continue to look inward 
and look outward; to question and to grow.  Let us 
never lose the precious gift of asking what we 
believe, why it matters, and how it guides us each 
day. 

 Reverend Douglas Stivison, Pastor 

 
                     Please join us for Sunday Worship at 9 am 

Questions Our Whole Life Long 
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Continued on Page Three 
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Continued from Page Two 
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                          Church Council News  
 
 

 

Recognizing the conflict that currently is disrupting the peaceful flow of our church life, council met 
with Rev. Claire Bamberg, a conflict resolution consultant recommended to us by Rev. Don Remick.  

 
We invited Rev. Bamberg to meet with us on May 26. Council officers, ministry representatives 

along with the members of PRC and Pastor Doug had dinner with Rev. Bamberg. Afterwards, she asked 
questions of Council members, and outlined her process, which includes multi-day meetings with anyone in 
the congregation who wishes to meet with her, preparing a report detailing her findings, and offering at least 
five options for a direction for the church to move.   

 
Following a discussion of Rev. Bambergôs presentation, council made the decision that this was a 

healthy path for the congregation to take and voted to hire her to work with us. The cost will be defrayed by 
the church renewal fund. Rev. Bamberg plans to visit with the entire congregation the weekend of June 10, 
11, and 12. More information will be coming from the moderator.  

 
At the regular council meeting on May 10, Kathy Pappas reported that Religious Education has voted 

to start a search, and has formed a search committee.  Lara Stone brings experience since she was part of the 
search which led to Doug Cederbergôs hiring.  Other members of the committee are Kate Christianson, Linda 
Mello, David Koop, Traci Calabrese and Doug Stivison, as an ex officio member.  Council voted to approve 
the search committee for a new Religious Education Director.  

 
 

THINK about it!!! 
 

Take a look at the bulletin board outside the office. The poster on it says - 
 

THINK 
 

Before speaking, hitting the send button for an email, or posting on Facebook: 
 

Think 
 

 Is it True? 
 Is it Helpful? 
 Is it Inspiring? 
 Is it Necessary? 
 Is it Kind?  
 

 If even one of the above is not applicable donõt speak, send, or post!!! 
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 Church Leadership for 2016-17  

Congregational Leadership 2016-2017 

Moderator:  Margo Moore 
Vice Moderator:  David Ferreira 
Clerk:  Margaret Forbush 
  

 Treasurer:  Anne Tangen 
 Asst Treasurer:  Gale Litchfield 

    

Worship Ministry 
Richard Bachstein 
Lou Cabot 
Betsy Dubiel 
Brian Fernandes, Chair 
Jim Forbush 
Jonathan Gray 
Lillian Henriksen 
Jennifer Koop 
Sally Lemelin 
Elizabeth Nichols 
Pam Paynton 
Ridley Rhind 
Sonja White 
Pastor Doug Stivison, ex- officio 
  
Finance Ministry 
Phil Guymont 
Kevern Joyce 
Ray Lantz, Jr. 
Gale Litchfield, Asst. Treasurer 
John Lok 
Anne Tangen, Treasurer 
David Wyss, Chair 
  
Property Committee 
Philip Lennox 
John Lok, Co-chair 
Kirk Niehoff 
Kate Ouellette 
Dick Purdy, Co-chair 
  
Religious Education Ministry 
Katie Christianson 
Doug Fogg 
Daphne Fogg Siegal 
Linda Mello 
Beth Neto 
Kathy Pappas, Chair 
Lara Stone 
Sue Sullivan 
  
  
  
  
  

Fellowship Ministry 
Terry Cryan 
Jim Forbush 
Lee Murray 
Linda Neilson 
David Neilson 
Nancy Purdy 
Julie Rhind 
  
  
Membership Ministry 
Richard Bachstein 
Fred Dabney 
Leslie De Groot, Chair 
David Ferreira 
Douglas Hagerman 
  
  
Outreach Ministry 
Jeanne Butler 
Pam Joyce 
Gale Litchfield, Council 
rep 
David Neilson 
Heather Stivison 
Grace Wyss, Chair 
  
Human Resources Min-
istry 
Sandra Fogg 
Tenney Lantz. Chair 
Susan McLaren 
  
Pastoral RelationsCom-
mittee 
Warren Hathaway 
Cyndi Mikkelson 
Margo Moore 
Sonja White 
David Fentress 
Pastor Doug Stivison 
  
UCC Conference Dele-
gates 
Kathy Pappas 
 Sue Sullivan 
  
  

Caregiving Ministry 
Carol Flack, Co-chair 
Jane Rioux, Co-chair 
  
Prayer Shawl 
Elizabeth Chouniard 
Tena Coley 
Jane Goulet 
Linda Gouveia 
Jeanne Gulbranson 
Margaret Jones 
Jennifer Koop 
Gale Litchfield 
Cyndi Mikkelson 
Margo Moore 
Elizabeth Nichols 
Jane Rioux 
Sonja White 
  
Lay Shepherds 
Carol Flack 
Margo Moore 
Jane Rioux 
Julie Rhind 
Martha Shuster 
Ridesô Volunteers 
Carol & Bill Flack 
Margaret & Jim Forbush 
Susan McLaren & Phil 
Guymont 
Sally Lemelin 
Carolyn Lytle 
Margo Moore 
Kate & Paul Ouellette 
Julie Rhind 
Jane & Peter Rioux 
Sue Sullivan 
  
Nominating Committee 
  
  
  
  

Womenôs Guild 
President-Linda Paradise 
Vice Pres ï Cecelia Roberts 
Treasurer- Kate Ouellette 
Corr.Secretary - Sonja White 
Rec. Sec. ï Kathy Pappas 
Publicity ï Pam Joyce 
  
Scholarship Committee 
Elise Gela, Chair 
Grace Wyss 
  
Green Team 
Richard Bachstein 
Leslie De Groot 
Bill Flack 
Carol Flack 
Jim Forbush 
Margaret Forbush 
Jane Goulet 
Phil Guymont 
Gale Litchfield 
Bob Lytle 
Carolyn Lytle 
Susan McLaren, Chair 
Kristy Oliver 
Julie Rhind 
Jane Rioux 
Peter Rioux 
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
                       5/22/2016 
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Bikes Not Bombs  

June 4, 2016 

 
Outreach Ministry Events 
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Class of 2016 
Baccalaureate Sunday - June 5, 2016 

 
 

Our 2016 Graduates  
 

Alexandra Nichols  
James Cassell  

 
Congratulations to this year's seniors on their 

high school graduation.  
We are grateful for the time you have spent as 

part of our church family.  
 

Best wishes to all of you!  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our Graduates  
on this very special  

Baccalaureate Sunday  
 

High School Graduates 

(from Dartmouth High School) 

James Pauly Cummings Cassell  

(Tufts University) 

Alexandra Margaret Ly Nichols  

(Brandeis University)  

 

We recognize the college graduates in 

our church family 
 

Bachelorôs Degrees 

Andrew OôNeil (Rhode Island College) 

Marina Paradise (UMass Dartmouth) 

Andrew Root (University of Vermont) 

Abigail Siegal (University of Delaware) 

 

Masterôs Degree 

Todd Lake (Fairfield University) MSME  
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Share the Harvest 
  

Mission and Outreach sponsored a successful Share the Harvest Day on  
Saturday, May 21st at the YMCA.  

Outreach Ministry Events 


