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() PROGRESSIVE RENEWAL
Hello, Members of the Congregation! June 15, 2006

And thank you for your warm welcome over the weekend of June 10 - 13. It was a pleasure to
meet so many of you and delightful to have shared both worship and lemonade on the lawn! A
special thanks to Margo Moore, Roger Race, and Robin Lake for going out of their way to
welcome me. | so appreciate your many kindnesses.

| had 28 hours available for interviews and you used them all, every one! | want to thank those
of you who were able to meet with me for your time and your thoughtful sharing, and | would like
to invite any other member of the church who would like to, to share of your thoughts with me,
as well.

Please answer the following questions, to the best of your ability. Once done, you may forward
them to me via email at cwbamberg@gmail.com, or, via snail mail at The Rev Dr. Claire W.
Bamberg, LMFT, PO Box 214, West Simsbury, CT 06092.

Should you know of someone who does not have access to email and you think they, too, would
like to respond, please invite them to pick up a copy of this letter from the church office, or, bring
it to them directly - they may return their responses to the address above.

Q i in thi s
What brought you to this church?

Why have you stayed?
Where would you like to see the church in 3 - 5 years?

What do you think it will take to get from where the church is today to your vision of the church's
future?

Should there be any other brief comments you would like to add, please append them, after
thoughtful consideration, to these questions.
Thank you.

The absolute due date for receiving these email and snail mail responses is June 30th, so
please do not delay in getting these back to me.

The process | will be using, going forward:

1) All the answers | have received, both in person and via snail or email, will be transcribed
(identifying data removed), by question.

Continued on Page Three
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Continued from Page Two

1 a) a simple (some might say simplistic) qualitative analysis will immediately follow
the transcriptions.

2) A report will be compiled, covering:
2 a) a discussion of where you are right now in terms of developmental stage(s) and
church life cycle
b) Issues that were raised, with background and history
c) a discussion of healthy communication patterns for revitalizing congregations,
a review of what we know churches in the next 10 - 15 years will need to look
like/offer in order to remain viable, and, a look at where your neighborhood will
be headed in that time period, with reference to what that will mean for your
staffing/programming/ leadership needs.
d) A summary and conclusive statement
e) a list of exciting and challenging options, as | see them, that you have for moving
forward, as God’s people in the time and space that is the parish of South
Dartmouth today.
3) This report will be mailed to every household in the congregation, timed to arrive no more
than two weeks before | return to facilitate a congregational meeting.

4) During the congregational meeting we will
4 a) review the report so that | can answer any questions you may have regarding
its contents or data
b) examine, in depth, the options | have listed for you

5) The congregational meeting will be recorded for those who may not be able to attend, and,
5 a) at the end of the meeting a survey will be distributed. It will serve two functions: 1)
to provide an opportunity to gauge the climate of the congregation with regards to
several development issues, and, 2) to present a forced choice situation. You will be
asked to indicate, in order of priority, your top three choices for the church, going
forward, from the options | have provided you in the repon.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with you!
I look forward to seeing you this early fall at a date to be determined.

And | pray you peace in this process.

Claire W, Bambery, D. Min., SMWFTT

Senior Consuitant
The Center for Progressive Renewal
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Class of 2016
Baccal aureatedJ Suemday 2016

Our 2016 Graduates

Alexandra Nichols
James Cassell

Congratulations to this Yy
hi gh school graduat.
are grateful for the t

part of our church f
Best wi shes to alll 0

We r ecognciozlel etghee gr adu af
our church family

Bachel orés Degree
Andrew OONei | ( Rhode
Marina Paradise (UMas
Andrew Root (Universi

wondercliparts.com

Congratulations to our Graduates
on this very special
Baccalaureate Sunday

Abi gai l Siegal (Unive
Hi gh School Graduates
(from Dartmouth High Sc ol)

; 5 | : _ . stleros Degr ee
ames au ummi ngs asse
y T%dd Laie (Falrfleld l

(Tufts University)
Al exandra Margaret Ly Nichol s
(Brandeis University)
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