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ñOurs the Journeyò 
 
During this Lenten season our theme is ñOurs the Journeyò inspired by the hymn, ñIn the Midst of 
New Dimensionsò number 363 in our hymnal.  Each Sunday during Lent we have sung and will sing 
the refrain of this hymn in worship to help us reflect upon our faith journeys, ñGod of rainbows, fiery 
pillar, leading where the eagles soar, we your people, ours the journey now and evermore.ò   
 
The other symbol we are using to help us image our journeying with God is a Cairn.  A Cairn is a 
Scottish term meaning ñpile of stonesò used as a marker.  Most of us have seen Cairn on hiking 
trails, beaches, in fields, and other places where people wish to mark the way, sometimes literally, 
sometimes symbolically to mark the significance of a place or event.   
 
We humans have used stones and rocks since antiquity to mark places and events  significant to our 
journeys.  There are a number of references to this practice in  scripture, First Samuel 7: 12 is one of 
those, ñSamuel took a stone, erected it and gave it the name Ebenezer, saying, óYahweh helped us 
as far as this.ôò 
 
We have erected a Cairn on the chancel in front of the pulpit to help us reflect upon places on the 
journey important to us, times when we have meet God on the journey and we, like Samuel can say, 
ñGod has helped us this far,ò knowing that if God has helped us this far, God will help us all our 
journey through.  
 
There are smaller Cairn on the window ledges in the sanctuary, around them are yet smaller stones.  
You are invited to take one of these small stones and carry it with you on your Lenten journey to 
help you mark those places and events where you have met and will again meet God on your 
journey.  Where are those significant places and events in your life where you would stop and pile 
up stones to mark your journey and help you remember?  Keep the stone with you and bring it back 
on Maundy Thursday as we journey from Lent to Easter.   
 
ñGod of rainbows, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, we your people, ours the journey now 
and evermore.ò    
 
          Peace, 
 
          Winston   
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MINISTRY FAIR   

Sunday, February 10th 
 

Please join us downstairs after  worship for 
our Ministry Fair on  Sunday,  February 
10th. 
 
Members of various ministries and  committees will be            
available to share what they have been up to this year and 
what kind of activities they are involved with at the church and 
in our community. 
 
Not only do the ministries and committees enrich the life of our 
church, they also create an opportunity for  fellowship when      
serving together to make a difference in the life of our church     
and beyond.  
 
If you are not already serving on a   ministry or committee, we 
hope that you will see something that interests you. 

Council News    
 

The council met for their monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 19, 2013 
 
§ The council has received and reviewed three profiles to date for bridge interim candidates 
from the UCC, as well as reviewed several ministers brought to our attention by church   
members.  The next step is to schedule interviews as we continue working to find an interim 
pastor. 

§ The Safe Church Policy is currently being revised and will   be brought to the council for       
approval in March.  

§ In keeping our church safe, Finance Ministry is exploring   options for installing a security    
system for the church and reviewing the building use policy for outside groups.  

§ Human Resource Ministry has coordinated staff evaluations for 2012, as well as evaluating 
the responsibilities and demands on the Office Administrator's time. 

§ Special coffee to honor Winston - Sunday, March 24th.  The congregation is invited to          
celebrate Winston's time with us as our interim pastor.  

 
Next council meeting, Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

From The Church Council  
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It was wonderful to have so many at Sunday School on February 24
th
 after missing two Sundays be-

cause of snow!   
 
The children have created Lenten ñsharingò Banks and will be collecting pennies & other coins as a 
Stewardship discipline during Lent.  The money will go to the MEMA Project already supported by 
the Outreach Ministry.  MEMA Making Education in Moshi Accessible seeks to enrich the lives of 
children by promoting education and healthy living in Moshi, Tanzania.  The children were surprised 
to learn that $12.00 US dollars pays the school fee for a child in Moshi for a year, a fee that many 
families there cannot afford.  The money provides essential classroom supplies, offers a nutritional 
supplement (such as fruit) to the daily meal of porridge, and can provide uniforms/clothing on an as 
needed basis. 
 
During our worshipful closing time for Lent we have a map of the world and children are invited to 
place a tea-light on a country they wish to lift in prayer. 
 
Questions posed to the Sunday School children on Feb. 3

rd
 and their responses: 

 
When I think about church, I wonder:  who was the first person on earth 
 
When I think about church, I know:  it is a welcoming place, we come to pray 
 
When I think about God, I wonder:  how ñheò started, if God is a boy or a girl, who made earth 
 
When I think about God, I know:  God is a spirit, God is in nature, God is forgiving, Jesus/God pro-
vided new choices, God will always believe in me, God is an image ï like the wind or a shape in the 
snow 
 
HOLY WEEK:  The children will lead a Palm Processional on Palm Sunday, March 24

th 
, families are 

encouraged to join together for the Maundy Thursday service,  the annual Egg Hunt will take place 
following worship on Easter, March 31

st
. 

 
Thanks to the adult helpers during the month of February: Linda Mello, Lara Stone, Mary Waite, 
Beth Neto and Carol Flack.  You need not have a child in the program to assist ï if you wish to 
help out one Sunday, please be in touch with me at  congochurchnancy@comcast.net  

 
Thanks also to our dedicated teen mentors: Alex Nichols, James Cassell, 
Catherine Mikkelson and Chris Ouellette. 
 
     Blessings,   Nancy Lawrence   
     Acting Director of Religious Education 

Religious Education  

mailto:congochurchnancy@comcast.net
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      Sunday, March 10th   6-8 pm  Meeting 
 
Youth Fellowship is looking forward to meeting Sunday, March 10, 

2013 6-8pm at the church.   Parents are welcome to join us at 7:30.  

We are very excited to see everyone!  We will be participating in   

Hunger Games! May the odds be ever in your favoréò 

The Fellowship is open to all youth in grades 7-12.  Any questions, 

please contact Troy and Lisa Tufano at lisatufano@comcast.net or 

774-202-6368.   

Youth Group  

Easter Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship Service  

 
March 28th at 6:30 in the lower social hall. We will 
worship as we gather around the table for shared 
meal and communion.   
 

 

Sunrise Worship Service 
 
March 31st at 6:15 am (Location to be announced.) 
 

 

 

Easter Worship Service 
 

 

 March 31st at 10:00am Worship Service followed 
by coffee and fellowship. 
 

mailto:lisatufano@comcast.net
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What day is it? 

Itôs today, squeaked Piglet.  

My favorite day, said Pooh. 

 

~ A.A. Milne 
 

 

Gratitude is one of the sweet shortcuts   

to finding peace of mind and happiness 

inside. No matter what is going on     

outside of us, there's always something 

we could be grateful for.  
 

"Oh, what a beautiful morning!"  
 
Children often see things that adults miss. My 8-year-old son 
often peers out the window first thing in the morning, as likely 
on a rainy day as a sunny one, to proclaim, ñItôs a beea-YOU-
tiful day!ò  
 
Spring varies greatly, from chilly to warm, from rain to sun, 

from slush and mud to newly green grass and budding plant 

life. Our lives vary too, of course, between easier days and 

harder ones, times of relaxation and hours of stress. What if 

we approached it all with childlike confidence? ð that, no 

matter what comes, life is beautiful because God walks      

beside us the whole way.  

 
Confirmation   
will be held 
March 17th  

 

Special dates  
 
Å World Day of Prayer, March 1, 2013  
Å Third Sunday in Lent, March 3, 2013  
Å Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 10, 2013  
Å Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 10, 2013  
Å Girl Scout Sunday, March 10, 2013  
Å Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 17, 2013  
Å First Day of Spring, March 20, 2013  
Å Palm Sunday, March 24, 2013  
Å Maundy/Holy Thursday, March 28, 2013  
Å Good Friday, March 29, 2013  
Å Holy Saturday, March 30, 2013  
Å Easter Sunday, March 31, 2013  

http://www.namasteinspired.com/sites/default/files/main_images/PoohAndPiglet.jpeg
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Childrenôs Circle Nursery School 

Art ShowðOpening Night 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating the Creativity of Children's Circle  

The Flowers for February were given by:  
 

February 3rd  -  Jeff and Lara Stone in memory of E. Warren Stone and  
Deborah L. Hancock.  

       

February 10th -  Carol and Bill Flack in memory of their parents.   
  

February 17th - Sarah and Peter Blatchford in honor of Tobin Blatchford,  
US Air Force ð Special Forces.   

 
       February 24th - Pam and Kevern Joyce ð To The Glory of God. 

Whimsical  
 Art Show  

 

Friday, April 5th  

6:00pm -8:00pm  
 

Artworks.  384 Acushnet Avenue  

New Bedford, Massachusetts  


