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Churches vary widely in their views on 

Confirmation.  Many churches including the Catholic, 

Episcopal, and Lutheran churches consider it to be a 

sacrament.  These traditions rank Confirmation along 

with Communion and Baptism as ñoutward and 

invisible signs of an inward and invisible grace.ò   

In our Reformed, Congregational tradition, we 

esteem Confirmation as a very important life decision 

point similar to marriage or ordination.  However, we 

do not consider it as a sacrament because we reserve 

ñsacramentò for activities expressly associated with 

the life and ministry of Jesus as recorded in the Bible. 

All Christian traditions agree that Confirmation 

is an important life rite of passage. 

All Christian traditions view Confirmation as 

the rite whereby a young person accepts adult 

membership in the church family. 

All Christian traditions view the Confirmation 

Rite as the process where individuals affirm in their 

own voice the promise made for them at their baptism. 

In most Christian traditions, preparation for 

Confirmation emphasizes acquiring knowledge about 

their specific faith.  This generally involves 

memorizing the prayers and creeds of the 

denomination.  It includes understanding the specific 

vocabulary, doctrines, history, and rites of the 

denomination. Confirmation preparation is similar to 

many other ñgraduationsò where we demonstrate that 

we have mastered a body of knowledge. 

And this, of course, is a perfectly valid and 

widely-used model for Confirmation.  However, this is 

also where we Congregationalists place a different 

emphasis than the Catholic, Episcopal, and many other 

Protestant denominations. 

 

We in the Congregational tradition have always 

believed that our faith ð our basic openness to 

believing in God ð is itself a gift from God.  

Congregationalism is built on the foundational 

principle of the freedom of individual belief.  

Every person ultimately has to say ñI believeò or 

ñI do not believeò for himself or herself.  Challenging 

our young people to be able to say what they believe 

for themselves is at the heart of preparing for 

Confirmation in our Congregational tradition.  This 

takes precedence of teaching specific doctrines, 

history, concepts, and practices.  Our objective is to 

empower our young people to be able to stand up and 

say, honestly and authentically, ñI believe.ò  And to 

say so before God and other people. 

Even our formal UCC Statement of Faith is 

described as a freely given testimony rather than as a 

test of orthodoxy.  We hope that our children 

eventually come to appreciate the rich tradition of our 

faith with its historic Apostleôs and Nicene Creeds.  

We hope they come to appreciate the clarity and 

power of our brilliant Protestant Westminster and 

Heidelberg catechisms.  But we do not teach from the 

catechism and we do not teach our children to recite 

the historic creeds.   

But what we do ï and we do with all our hearts 

ï is to encourage our young people to think about 

what faith means to them personally.  We present 

them with the foundational beliefs of our Christian 

faith, of course.  We present our historic teachings not 

as doctrines that must be accepted unquestioningly, 

but as concepts that can enrich and guide, comfort and 

challenge.   

   (Continued on Page Two) 

I BELIEVE: A Reflection on Confirmation 
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Please note:  
 

Starting on  
Sunday, June 5th  

the worship service 
will begin at 9:00 am.  

 
 

 
May 22nd 

Children’s Sunday 
All Church Picnic 

 

On Childrenôs Sunday, May 22nd following 

the service all are invited to join-in for the 

Church Picnic.  

 

Hamburgers, hot dogs and buns, as well as 

beverages will be provided.  

 

We are asking individuals to provide the ñextrasò 

 

If your last name begins with:  

A-I, please bring a side dish;  
J-R, please bring a dessert;  
S-Z, please bring a salad.  

  (Continued from Page One) 
 

In a denomination whose two mottos are ñthat 

they shall all be oneò and ñGod is still speaking,ò we 

challenge our confirmands to find what they share 

with each other, with this congregation, and with 

Christians throughout history.  At the same time we 

also challenge them to listen to what God is saying 

here and now, in their lives, in their personal experi-

ence of worship and fellowship and service. 

We do not ask our confirmands to pass a test of 

specific knowledge.  We do not ask them to repeat 

letter perfectly a specific creed.  But we do challenge 

them to think about what they know and feel about 

God.  Our goal is to help our confirmands develop 

the life-long orientation to listening to Scripture and 

assessing it for personal relevancy and application to 

real life.  Our goal is to encourage our confirmands to 

trust their own internal guidance system. 

The Protestant Reformation was rooted in the 

conviction that our relationship with our God is built 

on the three pillars of Scripture, Godôs grace, and our 

personal faith. 

 

We have led our confirmands to Scripture.  

Weôve asked them to examine their personal faith.  

And, perhaps most importantly of all, weôve encour-

aged them to go beyond study to actually experience 

the grace of God. 

I want to take this opportunity to salute this 

yearôs group of confirmands and their sponsors who 

have been willing to question and search and share 

and stretch beyond their comfort zones.  Together 

they have demonstrated beyond any doubt that God is 

indeed, still speaking: 

 
John Fitzpatrick and his sponsor Kathy Pappas 

Sara Lawson and her sponsor Margo Moore 

Ben Mello and his sponsor Brian Fernandes 

Jake Morgado and his sponsor Val Paynton 

Braely Neto and her sponsor Lara Stone 

Mia Paynton and her sponsor Daphne Siegal 

Nate Stone and his sponsor Sally Lemelin 

Grace Sylvia and her sponsor Margaret Forbush 

Luke Sylvia and his sponsor Jim Forbush 



Fellowship Schedule 

of Activities:  

 
May 15, Your Theatre:  If you signed up 
for this event, we’ll email you  later 
with directions to Your Theatre and 
parking.  After the performance,     
everyone is welcome to join for      
casual drinks and dinner at a local 
New Bedford res-
taurant.  

 
June 11, Buzzards 
Bay Brewery: 

    5:00-:00pm.  Sign 
up at the social 
hour. 
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My Motherõs Garden 
A mother is a gardener,   

Planting the seeds  

Of faith, truth and love   

That develop into the    

fairest flowers   

Of character, virtue and   

happiness                         

In the lives of her children.   

 

ñJ. Harold Gwynne  

Scholarship Offering 

 

On Children's Sunday, May 22nd we will be having a special offering for 

scholarships.  The Church gives out scholarships to graduating high school 

seniors who have been active in our Church.  We want to celebrate their 

participation in our Church family.  An envelope will be provided in the 

Sunday bulletin and donations will be added to the collection that Sunday.   

 

If you would like to give, please make a check out to the Congregational Church and indicate 

scholarship donation or put cash in the envelope. The children are our future, let's support them. 

 

 

A Memory for Memorial Day   

There is a cemetery in Okinawa where many American military 
men are buried. Near the entrance to the burial ground, visitors 
find a thought-provoking statement that we might recall on     
Memorial Day. The sign reads: ñWe gave our todays in order 
that you might have your tomorrows.ò    

~Albert L. Zobell 
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I would like to thank Lou Cabot for all her 
continued help and support with the altar 
flowers each week.  She always does such a 
wonderful job finding people to donate the 
flowers for the altar, signing up a flower 
chairman and making sure things run 
smoothly from start to  finish.   
 

Lou does such a great job 
and I really appreciate 
all her help.   
 

        Nancy DeWolf  

 

Pastor Dougôs Sermon Summaries 

April 2016 
 

April 3  ð Second Sunday of Easter.  John 20:19-31 ñPeace Be With Youò 

The ancient wish, ñpeace be with you,ò is much more than just a familiar ritual.  Jesus 

knew that we must have inner peace as the enabler for us to face lifeôs challenges with 

faith and courage.  Inner peace leads to outward action. 

 

April 10 ð Third Sunday of Easter. John 21:1-19 ñDo You Love Me?ò  Jesus tells the unsuccessful         

fishermen to cast their nets from the other side of the boat and suddenly they are successful.  The lesson is 

an invitation to all of us to listen for Godôs direction in our lives, to be open to doing new things, and to have 

the courage and conviction to go beyond intellectual acceptance and actually to take action. 

 

April 17 ð Fourth Sunday of Easter ñIntegrity of Creation Sunday.ò Psalm 23, ñFor the Beauty of the 

Earthò God provides us with all the bounties of His created world.  In return, God calls upon each and     

every one of us to be good stewards of the land, water, and air that sustain all of our lives.  We owe this       

to our Creator as well as to the generations that come after us. 

 

April 24 ð Fifth Sunday of Easter. John 13:31-35, ñI Give You a New Commandmentò Jesusô direct      

commandment ñto love one another as I have loved youò is the very foundation of what is expected of  

Christians.  The words are easy to understand.  However, trying to be faithful to the commandment requires 

that we make deeply personal decisions every day of our lives.  It also means that when we fall short, that 

we acknowledge our shortcomings and try to do better next time. 
 

 

The handiwork of 
the Prayer Shawl Ministry will be 
blessed on Sunday, May 8th during  
the service. We hope you will pause to  
appreciate the lovely hand knit items 
that will be displayed for the ceremony. 
 
        The Prayer Shawl Ministry will not 
be meeting in May. Our next meeting 
will be June 26, at 6:30 in the evening 
in the church library. All are welcome.  
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Outreach Ministry 

 

Share the Harvest 
 

Plant yourself  and some seedlings at the  
Dartmouth YMCA Farm.  

 

Help feed our neighbors in need.  
 

Saturday, May 21st 9-12 PM  
 

Outreach Ministry needs your help at the YMCA Farm Garden to plant vegetables for  the Share the 
Harvest Program. Everyone, from kids to adults, is  welcome to dig in and share this rewarding vol-
unteer experience.      
 
This simple gift of your time will help hundreds of local people in need have farm fresh food on their 
table this year. There will be a pizza lunch following the fun in the fields. Hope to see you in the gar-
den.   
  

Please sign up in the Lower Social Hall or call or email Gale Litchfield (508.636.5577) glcre-
ate1@hughes.net  

Bikes not Bombs 
 

Here is your opportunity to dispose of your old bikes that are in the basement 

or garage while helping someone in Africa or Latin America. All you need to 

do is bring your old bikes to the Church on June 4th between the hours of 

9:00am and 1:00pm. If you like, we can provide you with a tax receipt for 

your donation. We also ask folks to consider a $10.00 donation which helps 

pay the shipping cost to send them overseas, but this is optional. 

 

.ƛƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 

¸Ŝǎ bƻ 

ω         !ƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ōƛƪŜǎ όǊƻŀŘΣ ƘȅōǊƛŘΣ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ 
.a·Σ ǘŀƴŘŜƳΣ ŜǘŎΦύ 

ω         !ƭƭ ǎƛȊŜǎ όŀŘǳƭǘΣ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŜǘŎΦύ 
ω         tŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ 
ω         ¢ƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ 
ω         9ǾŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǎǘǳũΗ όŜΦƎΦ ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ ŦǊŀƳŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƻǊƴ ǝǊŜǎΣ ǘǳōŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƭŜǎύ 

ω         !ŎŎŜǎǎƻǊƛŜǎ όƘŜƭƳŜǘǎΣ ōŀƎǎΣ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǇǳƳǇǎΣ 
ƭƻŎƪǎΣ ŜǘŎΦύ 

ω         /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ 

ω        !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ 
ǝƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ όŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
Ǌǳǎǘύ 

ω        YƛŎƪ ǎŎƻƻǘŜǊǎ 
ω        !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ  
        ƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ 
ω        9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ        
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ 

ω        ¢ǊƛŎȅŎƭŜǎ 
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The Flowers for April were given by: 
 

April 3rd   
Pam Paynton in memory of Bill and Valrie Paynton;  

Grandparents to Val and Mia.  
       

April 10th  
Helga Edvardsen Dyck in loving memory of my mother,  
Thelma Edvardsen, who served this church as organist  

from 1940 to 1990.  
  

April 17th  
Shirley Butterworth in memory of loved ones.  

 
 April 24th   

Joanne and Jeremy Smith in memory of Richard Fielding ð my dad.  

 

 

Let the beauty of 

what you love  

be what you do. 

~Rumi  
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Please note, we have large 

print bulletins, as well as, 

large print hymns available 

for you every Sunday in the   

narthex.   

Please feel free to pick up a 

copy as you  enter church 

worship or ask for one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Concerns 

Please donôt forget to call or email the church office 

with  information on any  hospital admissions or    

pastoral concerns.  We do not receive notification 

from the  hospital so the only way we can be         

informed of  anyone that may need a visit is if you   

let us know.  Please let us know if you have someone 

you would like added to our Prayer List in the Spire. 

  Thank you for helping us stay in tune to the  

needs of our church family. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

May Anniversaries 
 

Dick  and Nancy Purdy 
(54 years) May 5, 1962  

 
Jeff and Lara Stone 

(20 years) May 26, 1996 
 

Dean and Ruth Cassell 
(65 years) May 27, 1951 

 
Everett and Jane Hoag   
(69 years) May 29, 1947 

 
 

Wedding Anniversaries are listed in the 
Spire every five years for the first fifty, and 

then each year thereafter! 

 

Joys and Concerns  
 

Just a reminder we have a book on the podium 
in the Narthex for people to write down their 
joys or concerns. A deacon will bring the book 
to the minister once the      
service has begun, thereby 
giving him an opportunity to 
read them before the time for 
sharing. Those who prefer to 
voice their joys and concerns 
may continue to do so.  

Deadlines for our Communication Tools 
 

¶ The deadline for our monthly 
Spire Newsletter is the 20th of 
each month. 

¶ The deadline for our Sunday 
Bulletin is Wednesday at 
9:00am. 
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Council News    
 

 

The Council held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 12, 2016.  Items of importance that were discussed included:  
 

¶ Margaret Forbush reported that a $100 donation for basketball court signage was received from Mark, Jeanne, Ian 

and Alex Motha.  

¶ There was discussion regarding the basketball hoop in the church parking lot.  There has been concern that the hoop 

is deteriorating, rusty, and may create an attractive nuisance for which we could be liable. Properties and finance 

will follow up to get information so we can make an informed decision about how to proceed with the upgrading of 

the basketball hoop. They will:  check to see if our insurance policy covers any liability that we might incur, speak 

with neighbors to see if there have been any issues to determine whether we need signage to be protected against    

liability and if that will be sufficient ask the insurance company if this is considered an attractive nuisance.   

¶ Once we have the answers to these questions we will revisit the matter in Council, and then bring it before the   

congregation as appropriate.  

¶ A discussion on issues involving privacy and liability in regard to the Spire was continued from the last meeting.   

Margo Moore, Moderator, has been researching the issue and found that some other churches have communications 

committees.  She suggested we might want to investigate this further and set up a communications committee.  The 

consensus was that this is a good idea.  Anyone interested in serving on such a committee should contact either 

Margo Moore or Daphne Fogg Siegal, Nominations Committee.  

¶ Elise Gela, Chair of the Scholarship Committee, discussed the status of scholarships with council. All agreed that it  

is important to be able to tell our youth how much we appreciate them and their contributions to our church life.  In 

the past the Scholarship Committee has looked to the Guild for financial support. Funding this year will come from 

several sources including the Guild.  A suggestion was made that we could take an offering to support applicants 

for the scholarship.  As we collect more money, we can set it aside as a fund for the future.  We should probably 

start now to build a fund for next year and subsequent years.  A motion was made and seconded to give the     

Scholarship Committee the funds earmarked from the Guild and Religious Education, to be matched by the church 

treasury. In addition, there will be a special collection to be contributed to the growth of a future scholarship fund. 

The vote in favor was unanimous. 

¶ Jane Rioux, chair of care-giving, reported that 50 basic necessities kits that included face-clothes knitted by     

members of the Prayer Shawl group were recently completed and donated to several local organizations. A      

Blessing of the Shawls will be held on May 8. 

¶ Linda Paradise brought to the councilôs attention that a collation for someone who is not a church member would be 

held at the church and expressed concern that our documentation makes no comment about alcohol or smoking  

being prohibited.  We will amend our agreement to include this.  

¶ Kathy Pappas, Chair of the Religious Education Ministry, updated Council on the proposal reorganizing the faith        

formation program to be based on a collaborative model, rather than hiring a new director.  Kathy does not think 

that the potential enrollment would warrant a director since so many students will be moving into high school.  The  

proposal featured a program to try to keep the older youth together.  While it may be determined that there is a need 

for a director search, Kathy would prefer not to hire if possible.  A suggestion was made that maybe a youth       

director would be of more use than a director of RE.   

¶ Linda Paradise, president of the Womenôs Guild, shared the financial expenditures on church improvements for   

the past year, which totaled over $26,000. In the coming year the Guild would like to give more financial support  

to charitable organizations.  They will probably start with organizations that are important to people in the         

congregation. 

¶ Kate Ouellette brought a sample of curtains that will be installed in the Lower Social Hall.  The fabric is a gift from 

the Starrett family. 
 

Next council meeting:  May 10, 2016 @ 7:00 p.m. 

From The Church Council  
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Congregational Church of South Dartmouth 

2016 Scholarship Application Form Information 
 

We are excited once again to award scholarships to one or 

more qualified high school seniors.  Students graduating 

from high school this year and planning to continue their  

education are encouraged to apply.  Eligible  students are 

members and non-members who have had  a close and 

active association with the Church.  Through this  

application process, students will demonstrate their 

involvement in and service to the Church and the 

community. They will also write an essay that illustrates 

their faith journey. Finally, they will be asked to provide 

letters of  recommendation.  

             

Applications will be available outside of the Church office    

beginning on April 8, 2016 and will be due back to the office 

no later than Thursday, May 19, 2016.  Scholarship recipient

(s) will be announced on Baccalaureate Sunday, June 5, 

2016. 

 

The Scholarship Committee will review applications during 

the month of May. The Committee reserves the right to        

reject any and  all applications. It is important for applicants 

to read the instructions on the application form carefully, and 

fully comply with the requirements.  Incomplete applications 

may not be considered. Should the Committee require 

further information, a Committee member may be in contact 

with the applicant. 

 

The deadline for submitting the application is absolute.   

Completed applications need to be returned to the Church 

office by 1 pm on Thursday, May 19, 2016. It is up to the 

applicant to confirm the office closing time for that day.     

 

APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED AFTER May 19, 2016 

WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED. 

 

We wish all of our scholars luck and look forward to seeing 

them on June 5. 

   Scholarship Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention all  

High School Seniors:  

 

Baccalaureate Sunday 

June 5, 2016 
 
Baccalaureate is the worship service we      

hold each year to honor our seniors who are 

graduating from high school. We invite each 

of you to participate in this special service    

as we celebrate your graduation and the time 

you have spent as a part of our church      

family.  

 

If you are a graduating senior and would like  

to be a part of this service, please contact  

Kathleen Pappas (KMPappas@comcast.net    

or call 992-4059).   

 

We look forward to your presence at worship 

on June 5th. 

 

Junior Families:  

 
Please contact me if you would like to       

help with the Baccalaureate Coffee Hour   

following the service that is traditionally 

hosted by the Junior Families.  



The Congregational Church of South Dartmouth  
United Church of Christ    
17 Middle St., PO Box 80608               
South Dartmouth, MA 02748-0608       
http://congochurchsd.org        
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Reverend Douglas Stivison 
stivison@earthlink.net  

Robin E. Lake, Office Administrator 
robin@congochurchsd.org 

Church Telephone: 508-993-6676  

 

   

 

 

 

   

Starting  

Sunday, June 5th 

Worship Service  

Will Begin At  

9:00 am 


