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 We had a wonderful celebration of 
Reformation Sunday this year.  We practiced the lovely tradition 
of carrying the huge pulpit Bible into the sanctuary at the 
beginning of worship.  And, at the end of worship, we carried it 
back out of the sanctuary.  This last step of carrying the Bible out 
of the sanctuary is the symbolic reminder that we are to carry the 
Good News out into the world. 

It is customary that when the Queen of England attends 
church, she is always the last person to take her seat.  Worship 
begins immediately once she has been seated.   When you have a 
monarch, you donôt wait around for other folks to gather.  In a 
similar fashion, we also honored the Reformation tradition of 
bringing the light of Christ into our church only after everyone 
was already seated.  We marked the symbolic entrance of ñour 
Kingò into our midst.  At the end of service, we carried the light 
of Christ out of our sanctuary and into the world. 

These are lovely symbols.  We are a church deeply 
rooted in the Reformation, and to remind ourselves of these 
quaint Reformation traditions is a bit like looking at the faded 
sepia photos in our family album. 

But we remember Reformation Sunday not only as a 
backwards glance at where we came from, but as our annual 
reminder that churches are living organisms rather than static, 
historical artifacts.  

The Reformers were activists and catalysts for change.  
They celebrated and emphasized their understanding of the 
unchanging foundational truths of the Christian faith.  At the 
same time, they questioned virtually every aspect of the actual 
practices, rituals, structures, rules, and leadership of their church 
in their present day. And their goal with all this questioning was 
not to weaken the churchébut to strengthen it.  Their goal was 
not to shake the church from its foundation, but to anchor it more 
securely to its foundation of truth. 

Looking back from our place in time, we can see that 
despite their high ideals, the Reformers make many painful 
mistakes.  They caused great dissention.  The questions of faith 
they raised ended up dividing families, dividing nations, and 
inciting centuries of religious warfare. 

Today we shake our heads at the tragic legacies of the 
Reformation and at the same time we treasure its hard-won, 
precious gifts. 

We are the recipients of the Reformationôs affirmation 
that every individual is free to listen for Godôs word in our own 

heart without anyone telling us that there is one and only one 
correct form of belief. 

At the same time, we are also the recipients of the 
Reformationôs stirring challenge that our own freedom of belief 
demands that we do not deny that same freedom to other people. 

This has always been the most troubling and difficult 
aspect of the Reformation.  It is not enough to give grudging 
assent to other peopleôs differing beliefs.  We must sincerely 
respect their freedom of belief.  When all is said and done, it is 
God ï not us ï who extends the freedom to belief.  It is God ð 
not us ð who talks to the heart through the words of Scripture.   

That the Reformation gives us the gift of freedom while 
challenging us to respect the freedom of other people is simply to 
say that there are two sides to every coin.  In a similar way, the 
Reformation was not viewed as a one-time-only event.  Rather, it 
was understood to be an ongoing process. The Reformers 
encapsulated this belief in the motto of the Reformation: ña 
reformed church; a church always reforming.ò 

People have described the Reformation as a journey 
rather than a destination.  What this means for us today is that we 
are called upon to keep the spirit of the Reformation alive.  We 
are called upon to take a good, hard look at our beliefs, our 
rituals, our symbols, our worship, our polity, and our church 
institutions.  We are to ask of all of them: ñDoes this contribute to 
bringing us closer to God and to each other?ò 

When we examine something and it passes this basic 
test, we keep it.  But when close examination makes us question 
if something is still working ï we are challenged to ask what 
might we do to make it even better?  Each generation is asked to 
look at its structures and relationships and to ask how things can 
be ñreformedòð to bring us into a closer relationship with God 
and our neighbor. 

The work of the Reformation is never completed.  And 
it is no wonder that just a few years ago, we in the United Church 
of Christ launched a campaign with the tag line: ñOur faith is 
2,000 years old.  Our thinking is not.ò 

We are blessed to be living in this day and age.  This 
week marks the beginning of the 500th year of the Protestant 
Reformation.  We are the reformers of our day and age.  And we 
have our own motto:  God is still speaking. 

                                       ð Pastor Doug 

 

Reverend Douglas Stivison, Pastor 

God Is Still Speaking 
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Pastor Dougôs Sermon Summaries 
 

October 2016 
 
October 2 ð World Communion Sunday.   Paulôs letter to the Ephesians 4:1-8, 11-13. ñNo Limited Seating at 
the Communion Tableò On this World Communion Sunday we reflect solemnly on those Christians around 
the world who are currently being persecuted for their Christian faith.  As we celebrate Communion freely we 
pray for persecuted Christians in Africa, China, and the Middle East for whom taking Communion is an act of 
courage. 
 
October 9 ï Luke 18:9-14ñJust Do It!ò Our relationship with God is not a contest with other people.  There 
are neither comparisons nor different degrees of Godôs love.  God loves us individually, completely, and 
unconditionally.  This is both a testament to our God as well as an acknowledgement that every person stands 
before their Creator in need of love. 
 
October 16 ï Luke 19:1-10 ñUp a Treeò  The much-loved story of Zacchaeus, that ñwee little manò up in a 
tree is an unambiguous message of hope and encouragement.  It is the wonderful reminder that Jesus 
continues to seek out and save the lost even to this day.  Nobody ever needs to feel that they are ñout on a 
limbò beyond the reach of Godôs love. 
 
October 23 ï Genesis 1:26-31 ñIn Godôs Image.ò  The spark of creativity is what most clearly separates 
humankind from the rest of Godôs creation.  Our creativity not only connects us with our own Creator, but it 
demands of us that we use our gifts of heart, hand, and mind to make this a better world for our children and 
generations yet unborn. 
 
October 30 ï Reformation Sunday ñGod Is Still Speakingò  One of the great concepts of the Reformation was 
the belief that the Reformation was an ongoing process, rather than an historical event.  With the phrase ñA 
Church Reformed and Constantly Reformingò the reformers challenged themselves and all believers to guard 
against allowing faith to become stale, irrelevant, or lifeless.  
 

 

 

From the Moderator:    
 

Sunday, November 6
th
 ï Quarterly Meeting:  

Please attend the Quarterly Meeting after worship 
service.  A fellowship coffee hour will follow the    
meeting in the lower social hall.  Rev. Don Remick 
will be with us to review our options during transition 
time.  The preliminary budget will be presented for 
you to vote on and we will review the data from the 
surveys.  



Religious Education Ministry News 
 

Good things are happening at church with our Religious Education 
programs.   
 
The RE Ministry is happy to announce the hiring of our new RE 
Director, Beth Neto.  Beth has taught Sunday school here for 
the last couple of years and we are thrilled that she is joining our 
church staff in this official position.  Beth has a passion for      
teaching and sharing her faith and she brings great creativity and 
joy to the programs here at church.  Beth is an art teacher at    
Potter School and she and her husband, Steve, have four children.  
The Neto family has been a part of our church family for the last seven years.   
 

The crib room is open each week during worship and we are grateful to our volunteers who make 
it possible to offer time in the sanctuary for our young parents with babies and toddlers. There is a 
sign up sheet in the lower social hall and we encourage you to share an hour with some of our   
cutest church attendees! 
 

The RE Ministry is looking for more Sunday school teachers!  Wondering what is required to 
teach our awesome young children? You do not need to be an expert in the Bible or religion.  We 
are looking for people who enjoy being with children and who would be willing to share their love 
for God. The RE Ministry is happy to work with new teachers - we have an exciting curriculum 
which includes bible stories and lessons and hands-on activities.  Please see Beth Neto, our new 
RE Director, if you are interested. You never know what you might learn until you begin to teach 
others! 
 

Sunday School - At our Super Sunday event, we learned about how Jesus washed his     
disciplesô feet at the last supper.  Thanks to Dr. Fogg, who supplied everything we needed to  
wash each otherôs feet, we got a firsthand sense of what it means to be humble.   All of our     
Sunday school children participated in this amazing lesson which tied in beautifully with Pastor 
Dougôs communion service for our children that took place a few weeks prior.   
 

We have begun a new unit of study that focuses on sharing our faith with others.  Our scripture 
verse comes from 1Peter 3:15 ñIf someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to 
explain it.ò  Through games, science experiments, songs, and art, we are learning that God uses 
us to do amazing things!  We are also learning how we can help others know Jesus.  Come and 
be a part of the fun and learning that is taking place every Sunday! 
 

Apple pies!  Yes, they are back by popular demand.  Sunday, Nov. 13th, our Sunday school    
families will embark on a day of fellowship and fun creating Swiss apple pies. No more crust, just 
pure delicious goodness!  Each family/team will create 2 pies, one to take home and enjoy, and 
one to donate to a food pantry.  Everyone is welcome to join us in the kitchen from 10:00-11:00ish, 
for a memorable day!  There may even be some for sampling at coffee hour. 
 
We have a very active and enthusiastic high school Sunday school class.  This month we have 
been talking about prejudice and racism.  From the Old Testament to the gospels to present day, 
these issues have played a part in the interactions of people throughout time.  We are exploring 
these topics through bible verses, dialogue and personal experience. This class is filled with 
young people willing to share their beliefs and opinions as well as listen to those of their          
classmates.    
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Fellowship Ministry Events 
 
 

Fellowship Opportunities for Fall  
Join Us! 

 

Sunday, November 13 (1:00pm start)  
 
Walk and Photography Contest:   
All ages welcome (great opportunities for families and kids) for this early     
afternoon walk,   photography contest and loads of fellowship. 
 
 

Trail Walk:   
Meet at 1:00pm at the Cornell Farm parking lot (on the right of Smith Neck 
Road, a  quarter mile south of Rock Oô Dundee).  Weôll hike the Trustees of 
Reservations trail across the DNRT saltmarsh boardwalks to the suspension 
bridge, about 1.2 miles. We will pause to take in a bit of nature and then     
return by the same path.   
 
Refreshments will be provided in the parking lot upon our return.   
 

Photography Competition:   
Walkers are encouraged to bring cameras and take photos for our photography competition. There 
are four categories:  landscape; nature close-up; people; and anything goes.   
 
Photo submissions should be e-mailed to jsforbush@comcast.net by Nov. 19.  Winning entries will 
be shared with the congregation.  
 

 

Calendar of Events: 
 
   November 13 ï Nature Walk & Refreshments 
  January 21 ï Dine Around 
  February (date TBD) ï Bowling, Food & Fun 
  March 1ï Ash Wednesday Chowder Supper 
  April (date TBD) ï Travel Adventures in Southeast    
  Asia, slide show and potluck 
  May (date TBD) ï Your Theatre Performance 
  June (date TBD) ï Nature Walk & Refreshments 
 
Please join us for a great year of fellowship. We always welcome new members to our committee.   
We meet monthly at one of our homes and have a fun evening of planning!   
 
Fellowship Ministry: Terry & Peter Cryan, Jim Forbush, Lee Murray, Linda & David Neilson, Nancy 
Purdy and Julie Rhind. 

mailto:jsforbush@comcast.net
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Outreach Ministry 
 

Stuff Turkeys. Stuff Stockings.  
Stuff little hands into warm mittens. 

 
If you and your family are looking for ways to make the holidays brighter for those in need, here are 
a few suggestions from the Outreach Ministry: 
 
§ Buy a turkey at our Turkey Sale. Sales benefit the Salvation Army and help make 
Thanksgiving a time to celebrate in every home in our community. Turkeys will 
be on sale Sunday Nov. 6th and Nov. 13th. 

 
 
§ Put Holiday Hope on your shopping list. Buy a gift for a special person in need. 
To make it easy, a description of the person and what is on his or her "wish list" 
will be available on Sunday Nov. 6th and Nov. 13th. 

 
 
§ Help trim the Mitten Tree.  Bring mittens, gloves, hats and scarfs to hang on our 
tree. These gifts will be given to elementary school kids in need to keep them 
toasty this winter. Bring donations on Dec. 4th, Dec. 11th and Dec. 18th. 

 
 
§ Give the gift of time. In the rush of holiday activities, let's not forget Sister Rose's 
Soup Kitchen. Sign up in the Lower Social Hall for November or December. 

 
"Tis the season of giving.ò  And Outreach thanks you for your help. 

From Dartmouth Week -   
 

The Womenôs Guild donated 
$1,000.00 to the new Veteran 
Housing on State 
Road.   
 

The check was    
presented during 
their official opening 
and ribbon cutting 
by Sonja and     
Gardiner White.  
 
Our Church has their name      
inscribed on a plaque in the living 
room of the Building.  

 

Outreach Giving 
 
November is 
ñThanksgivingò 
Month so please 
bring in non perisha-
ble items that will 
help people prepare 

their Thanksgiving meal.   
 

A big thank you for all your do-
nations for Pasta Month!  It was 
a great success.  Large quanti-
ties of supplies were brought to 
the Council on   Aging twice 
during the month.   
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        Church Council News  
 
 

 From the Moderator 
         
Council met on October 13, 2016 in the lower social hall. Rev. Don Remick from the MACUCC joined 
us.  
  
Council began by voting to approve Linda Mello as the new CORI Administrator for the Church. Any-
one who wishes to teach Sunday School or work with our youth as a volunteer will need to complete a 
CORI.  
  
Council voted to approve the Religious Education Search Committee and the Religious Education          
Ministryôs recommendation of Beth Neto for Religious Education Director. 
  
David Wyss presented a draft budget and council voted to present that to the Quarterly Meeting on 
Nov. 6. Council also approved Financeôs request to begin to put together a Stewardship committee. 
  
Don Remick gave a presentation on the Congregationôs options for Transition Time. He will return at  
quarterly meeting to present this information to the entire congregation. 
  
Dr. Leslie De Groot also has a proposal for Transition Time that he presented and will present again at 
the Quarterly Meeting.  
  
During Executive session Council agreed to begin the process of nominating a Transition Time Search 
Committee. With the help of Rev. Remick, the following criteria for members of the search committee 
was established: 
 
1. Grounded in God 
2.Trusted and respected by all 
3. No personal agendas, no bias 
4. Gets along well with others, is willing to reach consensus 
5. Represents the broad base of the Congregation 
  
Anyone wishing to nominate someone for this search committee can forward the name to the Modera-
tor, Vice Moderator, or any member of council.  
  
Council members are:  
Margo Moore ï Moderator 
David Ferreira ï Vice Moderator 
Anne Tangen ï Treasurer 
Gale Litchfield ï Assistant Treasurer 
Margaret Forbush ï Clerk 
Jane Rioux and Carol Flack ï Co-Chairs of Caregiving 
Terry Cryan ï Chair of fellowship 
David Wyss ï Chair of finance 
Tenney Lantz ï Chair of Human Resources 
Leslie DeGroot ï Chair of Membership 
Grace Wyss ï Chair of Outreach 
Daphne Fogg Siegal ï Chair of Religious Education 
Brian Fernandes ï Chair of Worship 
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Wedding Anniversaries are listed in the Spire  
every five years for the first 50, and then each year thereafter!   

If you would like us to include your anniversary, please send it along to the office.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

October Flowers Given By: 
 

October 2nd  
Nancy DeWolf in memory of Ward and Eliza DeWolf  

and brother, Alfred. 
       

October 9th  
The Womenôs Guild in memory of three beloved Guild Members;  

Barbara Bedell, Jane Hoag, Martha Schoening.  
 

October 16th  
Debbie Clark in memory of David S. Schell 

   
October 23rd 

Marylou Clarke and Bruce Clarke  
in memory of ñMomò Mary Elizabeth ñBettyò Roman.  

         

 October 30th  

Cindy Scheller in loving memory of my husband Gary.     

Pastoral Concerns:  Please donôt forget to call or email the church office 
with information on any hospital admissions or pastoral concerns.   

Thank you for helping us stay in tune to the needs of our church family. 

 

 
Francis & Phyllis Pettengill 
(61 years) November 11, 1955 
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The Congregational Church  
of South Dartmouth  

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 1 
 

2 
 
 
7-8:30 
Choir Rehearsal  

3 
 
7pm 
Council Meeting  
 
AA 7 pm LSH 

4 
 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 
   10am Worship 
    Communion 
9:15 Choir Rehearsal 
Blessing of Prayer 
Shawls 
Quarterly Meeting 
ICC Dinner  

7 
  
Boy Scouts 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
 
 
7-8:30 
Choir Rehearsal  

10 
 
 
AA 7 pm LSH 

11 
 
 
Veteransô Day 

12 
 
 

13  
    10am Worship 
 
Menôs Group 8:45 
9:15 Choir Rehearsal  
   
Nature Walk  1pm 
 

14 
 
Boy Scouts 
 
 

15 
 
7pm  
Council Meeting 

16 
 
 
 
7-8:30 
Choir Rehearsal  

17 
 
 
AA 7pm LSH 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 
   10am Thanksgiving     
      Family Worship 
    Christenings 
 
9:15 Choir Rehearsal  

21 
 
Spire Deadline 
 
Boy Scouts 
 
 

22 
 
 
CCNS Feast 9-12 

23 
 
 
 
7-8:30 
Choir Rehearsal  

24 
 
 

Thanksgiving  

25 
 
 
 

26 

27 
 
10 am Worship 
Menôs Group 8:45 
9:15 Choir Rehearsal  

28 
 
Boy Scouts 
 
 

29 30    
Calendar      

Subject to 

Change 

November 2016 
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Please note, we 
have large print  
bulletins, as well 
as, large print 
hymns available 
for you every 

Sunday in the narthex.  Please feel 
free to pick up a copy as you enter 
church worship or ask for one.  

 Stay Informed!   Find us 

at: Congo Church Website   

http://congochurchsd.org 
Provides a link to general  information about 
the church, calendar events, church   hap-
penings, Spire Newsletters, and moreé 

 

And the best way to stay informedé  
come to worship on Sunday mornings! 

  

 

 

 

 

We would like to keep  

the families of  

Stanley Bettencourt  

Philip Danforth  

Timothy Goulet  

Jane Hoag  

Martha Schoening  

in our prayers.  

 

Donôt forget to turn your clocks 
back on November 6th  

 Although we always welcome 
people early on Sunday. 

  
 
 
 
 
Menôs Group Meetings 

 

The Menôs Group meets the 2nd 
and 4th Sunday from 8:45 ï 9:45 
just prior to worship.   
 

Each weekly topic is an independ-
ent session making Menôs Group 
easy to attend even if you can  
only drop by from time to time.   

���Š�‘�‹�”�����‡�Š�‡�ƒ�”�•�ƒ�Ž�� 
 

 
 

Wednesday  
7:00 to 8:30 pm  

 
Sunday  
9:15 am 


